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What is Cambridge?

The Cambridge program starts at the primary level and goes all the way through the collegiate
level. At Estero High School, the Cambridge program allows students the opportunity to earn
college credit as well as their AICE Diploma. The Cambridge program and qualifications set
global standards for international education and are created by subject experts, rooted in
academic rigor and reflective of the latest educational research (Cambridge Assessment
International Education, 2021). Not only do the students earn college credit, but the Cambridge
program prepares them for the skills and rigor necessary for college.

Why should my child take AICE classes?
Colleges want to see that a student is taking the highest level classes that a high school has to
offer. This way they know that the student has a better chance of success when they begin
college.

What is the difference between Cambridge and AICE?
AICE and Cambridge are still the same program. AICE stands for Advanced International
Certificate of Education. Cambridge is the program and AICE is the name given to the exams
and diploma.

What are the primary differences between AICE, IB, and AP?
The reality is that all three programs are going to prepare your student for the rigors of college
coursework, while offering them the opportunity to earn college credit (saving time and money)
before stepping on campus. Both AICE and IB include a full curriculum that encourages
students to matriculate through a variety of courses/syllabi in order to obtain a program diploma.
AICE offers a level of flexibility not available in some other programs when students are
registering for classes. Students can work towards their strengths with the AICE program.

What is the history of the Cambridge program at Estero High School?
Estero High School became an official Centre in August 2010 and our first class graduated in
2014 with about 60 students. In contrast, we have over 410 students currently in Estero’s
Cambridge program. Cambridge Class of 2022 had 90 students earn their AICE Diploma,, and
94% completed the AICE curriculum. Even though not every student may earn an AICE
diploma, our students are earning valuable college credits. In 2021, over 890 exams were
passed, which is more than 2600 college credit hours for our students.
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Benefits of Cambridge

Exemption of Requirements
If a student continues on the path towards the AICE Diploma and is at minimum an AICE
Curriculum Completer, they are exempt from HOPE and the online course requirement. The
AICE Diploma is recognized by the State of Florida as a high school diploma. Colleges still want
to see a student take the normal high school requirements, so they have a well-rounded
background.

Acceptance of Credits
More than 600 colleges and universities nationwide accept AICE credits, including the Ivy and
Ivy Plus institutions as well as the majority of Florida universities. Of course, some schools,
especially private schools, will pick and choose which credits they accept. It is important to look
ahead at what credits are accepted and what they will transfer to, a Biology AICE credit does
not always transfer over to a college Biology credit! For a searchable database on college
recognition, follow this link: https://www.cambridgeinternational.org/recognition-search/

Multitude of Course Options
At the high school level, Cambridge offers over 70 courses. Estero High School currently offers
28 AICE courses for the 2022-23 school year. If there is a high enough demand we can always
grow the program and offer more courses.

Chance of Earning an AICE Diploma/College Applications
Earning the AICE Diploma in conjunction with completing the requisite 100 hours of volunteer
hours or 100 paid work hours (beginning 8/10/22), means the candidate will automatically earn
the top Bright Futures scholarship. Otherwise, the Bright Futures Scholarship is dependent upon
SAT/ACT scores and high school GPA, which the legislature can change from year to year.
Furthermore, when earned at the end of the junior year, it helps set Estero High School
Cambridge students apart from other candidates during the college application process. Our
2022 Estero graduates earned $4 million dollars in scholarships.

College Preparation
Cambridge prepares students for college. The program teaches students time management
skills and how to handle rigorous courses. Students are able to learn these skills while still
having support from guardians and teachers as well as not having to pay for the college credit.
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Benefits of Cambridge

Scholarships
The Florida Department of Education recognizes the AICE program as an official acceleration
mechanism and is included in the Bright Futures Scholarship Program as an additional means
to earn scholarship monies. Students who earn the AICE Diploma, and have 100 community
service hours, automatically receive the Florida Academic Scholars Award. Students who
complete the diploma program, but do not earn the diploma can still earn the Florida Academic
Scholars Award with appropriate SAT or  ACT test scores. The Florida Medallion Scholars
Award is available to AICE Program completers as well for students who do not meet the high
level SAT or  ACT score requirements. More detail about these on page 20. .

Difference between AICE and IB
- Both programs are equally rigorous academically
- Both offer well-balanced curriculum, high academic standards, practical real world

applications and international perspectives.
- Both emphasize the development of higher order thinking, including problem solving and

creativity.

Cambridge emphasizes an extremely flexible curriculum that can be tailored to the abilities,
interest and plans of the students.

Cambridge is widely accepted among US colleges and universities through the international
admissions departments.

A University of Florida study conducted by the Director of Admissions found that AICE program
graduates attending UF had an average end-of-freshman year GPA of 3.46 while students in
other accelerated programs like Advanced Placement (AP) and International Baccalaureate (IB)
had an average GPA of 3.12 and 3.10 respectively.

Earning College Credits
Students can earn a maximum of 45 college credits while still enrolled in high school. Of course,
this is difficult to accomplish and will require a high level of diligence from the student. On
average, AICE students at Estero High School earn up to 30-36 college credits.
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Expectations of Cambridge Students

Below are the criteria outlined in the Cambridge letter of intent signed by all Cambridge students
upon entering the program. The intent letter outlines expectations of the students while in the
program.

1. Throughout my participation within the AICE program, I will maintain an overall
unweighted GPA of at least 3.0. I understand that if I earn less than a 3.0 unweighted
GPA for any semester, I will be placed on academic probation and will be given one
semester to raise my GPA to the minimum or possibly be removed from the program.

2. I understand that the AICE program requires additional effort and time beyond a
standard high school course. I will need to prioritize my obligations to allow time to
complete the rigorous curriculum.

3. I understand that as a student in the Cambridge AICE Program, I will be required to sit
for examinations at the end of my 10th, 11th, and 12th grade year and possibly 9th grade.
 In addition, I realize that some of the examination dates fall in June and may
extend beyond the current Lee County School District Calendar and/or may
fall beyond the typical school day. I understand that the dates are set by the
University of Cambridge and cannot be changed by Estero High School, under any
circumstances.  Dates for exams are posted on the Estero website, in late July, for the
coming school year.

4. I am aware that academic dishonesty (for example, plagiarism, cheating on an
examination, or dishonesty in dealing with a faculty member or other school official), will
not be tolerated at Estero High School. Furthermore, I understand that I am expected to
exhibit the highest level of personal and academic integrity and honesty required of all
members of an academic community as they engage in scholarly discourse and
research.

5. I understand that any student who is in serious or habitual violation of the Lee
County/Estero High School Code of Conduct is acting in an inappropriate manner.
Cambridge AICE students are expected to conduct themselves in a manner that is
positive and serve as a role model for the school or face removal from the program.

6. I understand that dropping a Pre-AICE or AICE course is not an option, except under
exceptional circumstances and administrative approval is required.

7. I understand that if I am removed from the Cambridge AICE Program for any
reason, either academic or behavioral, before completing the required four
semesters I will potentially forfeit my place at Estero High and could be
reassigned by the Lee County School District.

5



Academic Probation

If a student has below a 3.0 GPA they are placed on academic probation. The protocol
for academic probation is outlined below.

Probation Protocol

The GPA requirement for the Cambridge program is a cumulative unweighted 3.0. Upon
entering the program, students signed a letter of intent. The first criterion of the intent
letter states:

“Throughout my participation within the AICE program, I will maintain an
unweighted GPA of at least 3.0. I understand that if I earn less than a 3.0
unweighted GPA for any semester, I will be placed on academic probation and
will be given one semester to raise my GPA to the minimum or possibly be
removed from the program.”

The following is the probation protocol:
1. Poor grades resulting in a GPA below criteria (cumulative 3.0) results in initial

notification of probation.
2. The following semester of probation will result in one of the following:

a. improved GPA to a 3.0 and removal of probation
b. continued probation (only permitted one continuation)
c. removal from Cambridge program

3. If continued probation is granted and GPA remains below a 3.0, the student will
be removed from the Cambridge program.

a. If this is before the first four semesters are completed, this could result in
school reassignment.
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AICE Courses Offered
Below are all of the AICE courses that can be offered. All of the yellow highlighted courses are
the ones that Estero currently offers for the 2022-23 school year. All of the green highlighted
courses are ones Estero has offered in the past or will offer when there are enough students
that show interest in enrolling in the course.

● Accounting
● Afrikaans AS
● Afrikaans A
● Arabic AS
● Arabic A
● Art & Design
● Biblical Studies
● Biology AS
● Biology A
● Business
● Chemistry AS
● Chemistry A
● Chinese Language
● Chinese
● Classical Studies
● Computer Science
● Design &

Technology
● Design & Textiles
● Digital Media and

Design
● Divinity AS
● Divinity A
● Drama
● Economics
● English Language

AS
● English Language

A
● English Lang. &

Literature
● English Literature

AS

● English Literature A
● English General

Paper
● Environmental

Management
● French Language
● French A
● Geography
● German Language
● German A
● Global

Perspectives &
Research

● Hindi Language AS
● Hindi Literature AS
● Hindi A
● Hinduism
● History A
● History AS

American
● History AS

International
● History AS

European
● Information

Technology
● Islamic Studies AS
● Islamic Studies A
● Japanese

Language
● Law Studies
● Marine Science AS
● Marine Science A

● Mathematics AS
● Mathematics A
● Mathematics -

Further
● Media Studies
● Music
● Physical Education
● Physics AS
● Physics A
● Portuguese

Language
● Portuguese A
● Psychology AS
● Psychology A
● Sociology AS
● Sociology A
● Spanish - First

Language
● Spanish Language
● Spanish Literature
● Spanish A
● Tamil
● Tamil Language
● Thinking Skills AS
● Thinking Skills A
● Travel & Tourism

AS
● Travel & Tourism A
● Urdu Language
● Urdu - Pakistan

only
● Urdu
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AICE Course Progression
Click here for a video explaining the progression chart.

**No Cambridge courses are offered online**

Cambridge AICE Courses Cambridge gives three (3) years to earn the AICE Diploma

Subject Grade Nine Grade Ten Grade Eleven Grade Twelve

English Pre-AICE English
Language

Pre-AICE English Literature
AICE English Language
AS Level

AICE English Literature
AS Level

AICE General Paper
(Required)

Science Pre-AICE Biology

Pre-AICE Chemistry
(Should be in Pre-AICE
Math III and plan on taking
AICE Bio, AICE Chem, or
AICE Physics) - Level 4 or 5
on Algebra EOC

Pre-AICE Physics, AICE
Biology AS, AICE
Chemistry AS

AICE Biology A or AS,
AICE Chemistry AS,
AICE Physics

Chemistry
AICE Environmental
Management

AICE Marine Science

AICE Marine Science AS
Level

AICE Environmental
Management
AICE Marine Science A
Level

Social Studies Pre-AICE World History AICE U.S. History AS
AICE Global Perspectives
(Required)

AICE Economics

AICE Economics

Foreign
Language

Pre-AICE Spanish I Pre-AICE Spanish II
Pre-AICE Spanish III or
AICE Spanish Language
AS

AICE Spanish Language
AS or AICE Spanish A

Pre-AICE French I Pre-AICE French II
Pre-AICE French III or
AICE French Language
AS

AICE French Language
1 or AICE French A

Mathematics Pre-AICE Math 1 Geometry Algebra II Probability & Statistics
Pre-AICE Math II Pre-AICE Math III AICE Math I AS Level AICE Math II A Level
Pre-AICE Math III AICE Math I AS Level AICE Math II A Level AP Calculus BC
Pre-AICE Math III Pre-Calculus AICE Math I AS Level AICE Math II A Level

Pre-Calculus AP Calculus AB or AICE I
AP Calculus BC or AICE
II Dual Enrollment
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Electives Course Progression

Electives AICE English General
Paper

AICE Digital Media &
Design AICE Drama AS AICE Drama AS

Pre-AICE Photography AICE Psychology AS
AICE Digital Media &
Design

AICE Digital Media &
Design

Digital Information
Technology

AICE Sociology AICE Psychology AS
AICE Design &
Technology

AICE Thinking Skills AS AICE Psychology A
AICE Psychology
AS/A

Pre- AICE Photography AICE Sociology AICE Law Studies AS

AICE Thinking Skills
AS/A

AICE Sociology A

AICE Thinking Skills A
AICE Thinking Skills
AS/A

Pre- AICE Photography
AICE Travel &
Tourism

Pre-AICE Design &
Technology

What is the difference between pre-AICE and AICE courses?
Pre-AICE courses are the prerequisites to the AICE courses. These are honors courses
that will prepare students for the college level courses. You can think of Pre-AICE the
same as honors, and AICE same as AP if that helps.

How do we get more AICE courses offered at Estero?
If you are interested in adding another Cambridge class, you may go to www.cie.org.uk
and look at the list of syllabi available. You can then talk to Mrs. Hutto about possible
additions. Sometimes the courses are not a great fit for our school.
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AICE AS and A Levels

What is the difference between AS and A?
Most colleges and universities both nationally and globally refer to the Cambridge AICE
Program as AS (Advanced Subsidiary) and A (Advanced) Levels. An AS Level course is
designed to be one year of study culminating with the examination in May/June and will
earn one credit toward the AICE Diploma. An A Level course is designed to be the
second of two years of study. The A Level exam earns a second credit toward the AICE
Diploma. Please note, many elite colleges require students to earn A Level scores in
order to guarantee acceptance of credit. A student can fail the AS examination, but earn
enough points to pass overall at the A level awarding them both credits.

Scheduling for A level
Students must take the A level course the year after AS. If a student skips a year
between the AS and A level they will have to retake the AS exams. For example if a
student takes Psychology AS their sophomore year, then takes Psychology A level their
senior year, they will have to retake the AS exams (even if they passed).
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AICE Exams
When do students take AICE exams?
AICE examinations are offered twice during the course of the school year. The majority of our
students will take AICE examinations in June exam series, which runs April/May/June.. Please
note, several AICE examinations may take place after the regular school year has ended, but
are still required. The exam schedule for the current school year can be found on the
Cambridge/AICE webpage of the Estero website.

Exam Registration
Durint Quarter 2 of the current school year, Mrs. Hutto will provide the students with an
examination confirmation document called the Statement of Entry. The students will need to
verify that the student details and exams the student is entered (registered) for are correct. This
will need to be signed by the student and parent and returned to Mrs. Hutto for final registration
of the exam. Failure to return the the Registration form or failure to sit for the examination will
result in being fined for the current cost of the examination, or fee if a correct to the entry needs
to be made.

AICE Diploma Registration
At the same time the students are provided with the exam confirmation document they will be
provided with an AICE diploma registration form if eligibility is possible during the exam series..
Estero pays for the students to apply for the AICE diploma one time. If a student applies more
than once, the student will have to pay for every subsequent application. The students will be
informed as to how to check if they are eligible to apply for the diploma. In order for students to
apply for the diploma they must also be taking an exam in the same exam series as being
entered for the AICE Diploma.

Exam Series
Cambridge offers two exam series, the November and June exam series. AICE exams are given
on exact dates with times that vary by time zone. A student must be under Full Centre
Supervision at a specified time (taking the exam at a specific time with a proctor at EHS). EHS
is Zone 2, so during daylight savings time, our key times are 9:00am and 1:00pm. Key times are
the times in which students have to be actively taking the exam and under supervision. For
example, I can have a 2 hour morning exam from 7:30 - 9:30 since that assures they are testing
with a proctor at 9:00am. I will try my best to always schedule exams so they finish testing
before the buses leave (except for early dismissal days). Early dismissal days students will need
to have a ride home. There are some exams that take place after the school year ends. The
schedules can be found on the school website (https://est.leeschools.net/) as well as the
Cambridge Instagram page (@EsteroCambridge) and in all Cambridge AICE Google
Classrooms.
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Florida EOC, AICE Exam and Retakes
If an EOC and AICE exam happen to be at the same time, the AICE exam takes precedence.
AICE exams cannot be made-up or retaken within the same testing series. There is only one
day and time a student can take that given AICE examination. Students who want to retake an
AICE exam will have to wait until the following testing series, and pay the exam fee, which is
currently $110, through June 2023. .

AICE Exam Results

Exam results for the June testing series typically come out the second week of August. For
example, the results for exams taken in April, May, and June (June testing series) of 2022 were
released on August 11th. The results for the November testing series are typically released the
second to second week of January.

AICE Grades
The Cambridge grades include A* (only for A level courses), A, B, C, D, E, and U. A through E
are all passing and U means ungraded (not passing). Each letter grade earns the student a
certain amount of points. The points are accumulated throughout the program and go towards
the AICE diploma. There are three different levels of the AICE diploma depending on the
number of points earned. If a student receives an “X” that means the exam was not graded. This
typically means they missed one of the exams and is incomplete.
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AICE Exam Results

How do students find out their results?
Students are provided with a secured login code and website. On the day exams are released
they use their personalized login code to access their results. It is highly recommended that they
print these results to keep a record for themselves.

How do graduates see their results when they are released in August?
Seniors receive their results login information before they graduate. They are told to take a
picture of the information in case they lose the form. Once they login to see their score,
graduates need to print/screenshot/take a picture of their results for their records in case there
is a delay in their transcripts or Bright Futures payment.

How do parents find out if their child passed their AICE exam(s)?
Students are given their login instructions. It is the responsibility of the student to login and
review their scores. Scores will not be emailed or sent to parents. The students are told to print
or take screenshots/pictures of everything because the site is only available for a few weeks. If
students do not look up their scores or forget/lose their login information, they may contact Mrs.
Hutto at CarolynHu@leeschools.net.
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Point values for A level courses:

AICE Exam Results

Point values for AS level courses:

Failed Exams
If a student fails an AICE examination, it does not impact the level of credit you receive for
passing the course. Therefore, you still receive the necessary credit toward the local high school
diploma. However, you will not have earned a credit toward the AICE Diploma, but it does still
count towards AICE Diploma Completion. Students can retake exams in the following testing
series, but they will be charged the current Cambridge exam cost.

Official Cambridge Documentation
The certificates sent after the examinations are official documents and have a variety of security
features for authentication. The certificates are kept in student files until they graduate.
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AICE Diploma

Earning the AICE Diploma
To earn the AICE diploma, students must pass seven credits worth of AS or A level exams. At
least one exam must come from each of the three subject groups: Mathematics and Sciences,
Languages, and Arts & Humanities. One credit must come from the AS Global Perspectives
course. Group 4 (interdisciplinary and skills-based subjects) are optional for the diploma and a
maximum of two credits can be used towards the diploma in this category. Estero High School
does require AICE General Paper which is in the interdisciplinary and skills-based subjects
category.

Global Perspectives Requirement
Global Perspectives is a research class that students need to pass along with the Global
Perspectives exam. Students are required to use what they have learned in their other AICE
classes to complete the following: a multimedia portion, essay portion, and pen/paper exam.
Here is the link to the syllabus:
http://www.cambridgeinternational.org/programmes-and-qualifications/cambridge-international-a
s-and-a-level-global-perspectives-and-research-9239/

25 Month Rule
Cambridge allows students three years to earn their AICE diploma. Estero allows some students
to do this because we would like them to earn their AICE diploma by the end of their Junior
year. If a student takes General Paper during 9th grade, but does not earn their diploma in 11th
grade, they will have to retake the General Paper exam (yes, even if they passed it). The
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following is the excerpt from Cambridge (Cambridge Assessment International Education,
2021):

“A learner can accumulate results to be used towards the Cambridge AICE Diploma over
more than one exam series. They can use up to five exam series to take the equivalent
of seven full credit examinations as long as they are taken within a 25-month period. For
example, a candidate entering for the Cambridge AICE Diploma in November 2017 may
only use previous results gained in the November 2015, June 2016, November 2016 and
June 2017 examination series.”

Do students have to earn the full AICE Diploma to earn college credit?
No. Students will receive General Certificate of Education (GCE) subject certificates for AS and
A level exams passed. Colleges can award credit on a subject-by-subject basis according to
grades earned on the exam.

AICE Diploma

Levels of the AICE Diploma
Each grade earned is worth a set number of points, see pages 13 and 14 for the designation of
points. Students can earn a maximum of 420 points. There are three levels of the diploma which
are as follows:

- Cambridge AICE Diploma with Distinction: awarded to students with a score of 360
points and above.

- Cambridge AICE Diploma with Merit: awarded to students with a score between 250 and
359.

- Cambridge AICE Diploma at Pass level: awarded to students with a score between 140
and 249.

- AICE Completer: awarded to students that completed all requirements for the diploma,
but did not pass all of the exams needed for the diploma.

Each of these can earn money with Bright Futures (even the completers)! More information
regarding this on page 20.

Do colleges actually give credits for the AICE exams?
Yes. There is a published website (http://cambridgeinternational.org/recognition) with
information regarding college recognition.
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How does a student earn an AICE credit?
When a candidate sits for an AICE examination and passes the test, the student earns a credit
toward the AICE Diploma. When a student takes the exam in the May/June session, the results
are typically returned in early August. If a student does not pass the exam (“U” or Ungraded)
they have the option to retake the exam in the following November or June testing series;
however, there will be an exam of $110.

AICE Diploma

Will a university give credit for an AS level course if A was not offered at the school?
Yes, if the university states they accept AS. If the university specifically says they only give
credit for A Level, then that is their policy.

AICE Credits Outside of Florida
All Ivy League schools accept AICE credits and there is a searchable database on the
Cambridge site to see what is accepted at each school. http://recognition.cie.org.uk/

Seniors That Earned Their AICE Diploma as Juniors
If a student earns their AICE diploma their Junior year, they can do all AICE courses or a blend
of Dual-Enrollment and AICE. Since exam results don’t arrive until after the Fall semester
begins, it is better to have some AICE courses. If a student is no longer on campus, it is not
possible to take any additional AICE classes.
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AICE Diploma Tracking Guide

AICE Diploma Tracking Examples
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This student would not earn their AICE diploma, but they would be an AICE Completer (still
eligible for Bright Futures...see Bright Futures section). The lowercase letters represent AS level
and the uppercase represent A level. This student has the AS and A level for thinking skills
which awarded them the seventh passed exam. Although, there is a two credit maximum for
that category for the AICE diploma. They would need one other exam in any category since they
have one in each category already (Psychology counts as their humanities).

This student would not earn their AICE diploma since they have only passed 6 exams. They
would need to pass one more exam in any category or retake and pass one of the failed exams.
They would be an AICE Completer (still eligible for Bright Futures...see Bright Futures section).
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This student would be a diploma recipient since they passed 7 exams and met the category
requirements. Environmental Management and Psychology would count for humanities.

Bright Futures
What Bright Futures Covers
Florida Academic Scholars (FAS) will receive an award to cover 100% of tuition. Students will no
longer receive the $300 stipend each semester starting for this year’s (21-22) graduating
seniors as well as last year’s graduating senior class (Click here for the article).  Florida
Medallion scholars (FMS) will receive an award to cover 75% of tuition and applicable fees.
Students attending a public institution will have tuition and applicable fees covered.
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Understanding the Chart
If the student has their AICE diploma they do not have to meet the ACT/SAT score
requirements. If they have 100 community service hours or 100 paid work hours (beginning
8/10/22), they will be awarded FAS, and if they have 75 community service hours they will be
awarded the FMS.

***If a student does not earn their AICE diploma but is an AICE completer (took all of the
required exams, but didn’t pass all of them) they need to meet the SAT/ACT requirements and
community service hours. If they earn a 29/1330 (ACT/SAT) and 100 community service hours
they will be awarded FAS. If they earn a 25/1210 (ACT/SAT) and 75 community service hours
they will be awarded FMS.***

College Credit Equivalencies

Finding Credit Equivalences
College credit equivalencies can be found on the college website (search for Cambridge
equivalencies). Credit equivalencies can also be found on the Florida Department of Education
site. The FLDOE has a document that outlines all credit equivalencies for AICE, IB, and AP. The
link below contains the AICE equivalencies starting on page 7.

https://www.fldoe.org/core/fileparse.php/5421/urlt/0078391-acc-cbe.pdf

Sending Cambridge Transcripts

Hard Copy of Cambridge Transcript
There are no hard copies of the AICE transcript, but each year hard copy exam results are
delivered to the school. The Cambridge Coordinator (Mrs. Hutto) keeps everything in the
student’s file until they graduate. Upon graduation they are provided with all of the exam results
and Cambridge documentation. If a student loses a document, they are $100 each to replace.
Graduates earning AICE Diploma or AICE certificates will be able to pick up their AICE Diploma
and AICE exam certificates by November 15th.
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Sending Cambridge AICE Transcripts to Schools
To send transcripts to a college or university, students need to go to the school website
(est.leeschools.net) and hover over the Cambridge/AICE tab. From here they will see a drop
down with an option Cambridge Transcripts. This will take you to the directions for submitting
Cambridge Transcript Request Form. You can also use this link and follow the directions.

SAT/ACT & Dual Enrollment

Below are common questions regarding SAT, ACT, and Dual Enrollment.

When should a student start taking the SAT/ACT?
Students should begin this process their Junior year, preferably no later than the second
semester of Junior year. If they need to keep retaking the exams their Senior year it
could delay acceptances.

If my child earns the AICE diploma, do they have to take the SAT or ACT?
Bright Futures waives the SAT/ACT scores for students that earned the diploma,
although almost most universities require  SAT or ACT scores for admissions. Please
check the websites of the schools that you are interested in attending to find the
admissions requirements. You can also find course credit equivalency for the AICE
exams they passed.

When will the PSAT be?
October 13th at Estero High School during school hours. The PSAT is provided for all
Sophomores at Estero. Juniors interested in taking the PSAT to qualify for the National
Merit Scholarship will need to contact Mrs. Hutto, Cambridge Coordinator to register.
Deadline to register is September 9th.

When should a student start investigating Dual Enrollment?
In the second semester of Sophomore year we offer the Accuplacer test for placement
into Dual Enrollment classes. If a student receives a qualifying score they can start
taking classes in their Junior year with FSW. If a student wants to do dual enrollment at
FGCU, they only offer full time dual enrollment and SAT/ACT scores must be met. Most
students do a mix of part-time Dual Enrollment through FSW, and Cambridge AICE
classes.
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Guidance Counselors

Does Estero have a college counselor and/or help with scholarships?
We have three high school guidance counselors who help with questions concerning
college and scholarships. We also have a college and career readiness counselor to
help students with college applications, FAFSA, and scholarships. Marianna Garcia is
our College & Career Specialist; email is MariannaG@leeschools.net

Guidance Counselors
Denney, Carlotta (A - E): carlottad@leeschools.net
Liddle, Kylie (F - Loo): kyliejl@leeschools.net
Schultz, Lori (Lop - Riu): kyliejl@leeschools.net
Hensley, Terri (Riv-Z): terriph@leeschools.net

Florida Prepaid

What is Florida Prepaid?
The state of Florida has  a prepayment plan for college to lock in the cost of tuition and
optional dorm. Usually, a parent will sign up when their child is very young and do a five
year payment plan (or single pay) to pay for their child’s tuition.
https://www.myfloridaprepaid.com/
There are also 529 plans, which are Education Savings Accounts. You can save for
college expenses and earn tax savings. Search 529 college plan, and you will see that
many financial firms offer them. Here is one example:
http://www.myfloridaprepaid.com/what-we-offer/529-savings-plan/
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Grade Weighting
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End Remarks

Everyone at Estero High School is so proud of all our students. We want to ensure each student
has the opportunity to succeed. If at any time you have any questions regarding Cambridge
please feel free to reach out to Mrs. Hutto (CarolynHu@leeschools.net).

References

Cambridge University Press & Assessment. (2021). Cambridge Assessment International

Education. https://www.cambridgeinternational.org/.

25

mailto:CarolynHu@leeschools.net

